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“Let us return to the taste of bread” 

For a eucharistic and synodal Church 

XXVIIth National Eucharistic Congress at Matera 

22-25 September 2022 
 
 
 

he city of Matera, despite being one 
of the smallest cities in Italy, 
welcomed the celebration of the 

XXVIIth National Eucharistic Congress. In 
recent years, Matera has gone from being a 
city of “national shame” to a “UNESCO 
heritage” site, to “European Capital of 
Culture”, to a city of the “National 
Eucharistic Congress”.  

This choice was motivated by a tradition, that of bread, 
which in a Eucharistic key enabled seeing and living the 
Congress. 
 
In its own small way, Matera issued the invitation: “Come 
away by yourselves to a lonely place, and rest a while” (cf. 
Mk 6:31), come and be amazed and rediscover the silence 
that echoes and dwells in the ancient caves of stones, 
come to return to the taste of daily bread and Eucharistic 
bread. 
About 1800 people, including bishops, delegates, and 
pilgrims, representing dioceses and regions from all over 
Italy, responded to the invitation. 
The Eucharistic Congress of Matera was conceived as a 
contemplative stage of the synodal journey, that of a 
Church listening to the signs of the times, to the voice of 
the different situations of the Christian community. 
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In the spirit of synodality, the mornings of the Congress were arranged. Participants, divided into the 
ten parishes of the city, celebrated the Eucharist, listened to the meditation held in the cathedral, and 
later, after a time of personal reflection, could to share their experiences in small groups. At the end 
of the morning there was sharing, welcoming someone bearing witness and lunch. 
The slogan of the Congress, “Let us return to the taste of bread”, became full of ideas springing from 
the biblical, human, earthly and spiritual symbolism of bread. 
 
Gently guided of the bishop of Mantua, Msgr. Gianmarco Busca, we lived the journey of bread, by 
passing from table to table. 
Bread is the fruit of the earth, it is offered to us on the table of creation. Bread reminds us of the table 
at home, where living together we learn the art of authentic relationships. Bread then suggests us to 
the altar table where we find Christ who welcomes everyone and makes himself forgiveness, food, gift 
of love that makes everyone into one body. The altar table extends across the table of the world, bread 
is the bread of companions (from the Latin: cum - panis) and of service. Nourished by the bread of the 
altar we learn to sit at other tables, those of all places where human beings live, struggle, suffer, rejoice 
But the altar table also points towards the table of the Kingdom, bread stirring up an impatient desire 
for the final embrace, for that table where the Son of man will gird himself and come to serve us. It is 
on that table defying the drama of death, where we receive the “super-substantial” bread giving 
meaning and substance to every aspect and every moment of human life’s journey. 

 
The secret of this journey consists in 
never separating the tables, and clearly 
realising that the altar table provides 
the crucial passage. 
This beautiful journey from table to 
table was brought out well by Prof. 
Giuseppina De Simone, who described 
the intertwining of the history of bread 
and the history of humanity. The 

significance of bread crosses the centuries 
and time, and in Jesus’ gesture it is as if 
summerised and transfigured.  
The sacramental Eucharistic bread 
establishes us in that relationship with 
God which is the foundation of all 
relationships. It is the Eucharist that 
makes possible to realise ecclesial 
communion, our being Church. 
In the contemplative pause at Matera, there were always brought before the Eucharist the sufferings 
of the contemporary world, the difficult recovery after the pandemic, the war in Ukraine, the 
economic difficulties of Italian businesses and families, and those who disembark on our shores. 
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With the taste of bread, we rediscovered how to appreciate the liturgy and life, the beauty of the 
Eucharist, of the Church, of the ecclesial community, which brings to the altar the joys and struggles 
of everyday life, by listening to the Word and breaking the bread. and caring for the poor. 
The timetable of the Congress well arranged, enabling us to walk around and thus get to know the 
city of Matera better. Enormous congratulations are due to the organisation as well as heartfelt 
gratitude to the volunteers who, like guardian angels, always appeared available at the right moment. 
 

The climax of the Congress was on Sunday 
with the presence of Pope Francis, who was 
welcomed by between 12/13 thousand people 
filling the Matera stadium. 
Pope Francis, taking his cue from the parable 
of the rich man and poor Lazarus, recalled 
emphatically how the bread that God gives us 
is not always shared on the table of the world, 
that it does not always have the savour of 
communion and it is not always broken to 
foster justice. He impelled everyone to become 
converted: from indifference to compassion, 
from waste to sharing, from selfishness to love, 
from individualism to fraternity. 

 

The churches in Italy take up again the journey with a strong message that has its starting point in 
everyday life. We need bread, that of our humanity and that of the Eucharist, to face the historical, 
difficult, and painful time that our generations are experiencing. Precisely at this time it is more than 
ever necessary to return to breaking the bread of solidarity, of sharing, to rediscover the taste of bread 
in order to be apostles of fraternity and to become the bread of tenderness and mercy, bread of hope 
and joy for all. 
 
FATHER MANUEL BARBIERO, SSS 
Superior Malmantile 
 
 
 
 

 

Young Religious gathering 2022 
 

 
fter two years since the Covid-19 Pandemic started in the Philippines, the Young Religious of POLA 
(Province Our Lady of the Assumption) were able to gather on September 19 to 22, 2022 at the 
Carmelite Monastery and Reca’s Private Resort, Angeles City, Pampanga. The group of young 

religious is deeply grateful to Rev. Fr. Apolinario Ty, SSS for selflessly sharing time to accompany us by 
serving as the resource person and animator of this year’s Young Religious Annual Gathering. His 
accompaniment left us thrilled and inspired by the depth of his thought-sharing by animating us on to a fun-
filled situational role playing of the typical encounters in living daily our religious vocation. In this manner, 
our attention is ushered to a deeper understanding that part of our calling is to dialogue with time and 
culture, and to always center it in Christ’s charity in the name of the Eucharist. 

The theme of our gathering is drawn entirely from the inspiration of the universal Church’s direction 
towards Synodality. Along with that line: "For a Synodal Church: Communion, Participation, and Mission" – 
it points us to recognize the greater challenge for young religious like us to learn and to master the ways of 
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Christ who journeyed with us humbly and attentively listening to men of his time while revealing the greater 
meaning and purpose of knowing, loving and serving the Lord. 

Annual gathering of SSS 
Young Religious had always been 
more than fun and recreation. Surely 
what is there for each is that sincere 
appreciation for the opportunity to 
spend time together, sharing and 
retelling same old stories yet turning 
more meaningful memories. We are 
too happy to meet and greet in person 
as well the kind benefactors and 
friends of the Carmelite Monastery 
who wholeheartedly supported us in 
our needs during this year’s Young 
Religious Gathering 2022. 
 

FATHER VICTOR CLEMENCE POSADAS, SSS 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

65 years of the SSS Mission 

in the Philippines  
A grateful looking-back at our humble beginning 

 

he presence of the Religious of the Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament in the Philippines came 

through the remarkable initiative of His Eminence Rufino Cardinal Santos, then Archbishop of 

Manila, whose motivation in inviting the Sacramentinos in his diocese was to establish the parish of 

Sta. Cruz Manila as a National Shrine of the Eucharist. This invitation was inclined to recognizing the main 

charism of the Blessed Sacrament Fathers which is the propagation of Eucharistic devotion. 

 Thus, the administration of the church of Sta. Cruz officially began on 15th of August 1957. American 

Sacramentinos were the pioneering religious to form the first community of SSS in the Philippines, who 

were altogether housed in the Rectory of the Sta. Cruz Parish in Manila. 

 Until 1993, the SSS Mission in the Philippines was directly administered by the Blessed Sacrament 

Religious of the American Province of Saint Ann. Then came the establishment of the Philippines as an 

independent Province under the Marian titular: Province of Our Lady of the Assumption (POLA) in 

1993. In general principle, the presence of the Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament in the parishes is 

to cooperate with the Parish Pastoral Council, placing their consecrated life at the service of the parish 

community. Through their presence, their life of prayer and pastoral commitment, they reinforce the 

apostolic thrust of the parish in the measure of their capabilities. 

 As the SSS Religious immerse their charism and spirituality in the parish, they also introduce lay 

organizations attached to the ideals of the Congregation, that is, to make the Eucharist become the center 

of their Christian piety and devotion. To name some of the remarkably SSS-organized group of lay men 

and women involved in the parish program, they are the: Life in the Eucharist Seminar (LITES), Men’s 

Eucharistic League (MEL), Women’s Eucharistic League (WEL), Eucharistic Fraternity (EF), Apostles 

T 



5 

of the Eucharist (AOE), Blessed Sacrament Vocation Club (BSVC), Servitium Christi and other 

organizations related to the promotion of evangelization through the Eucharist. 

 

 On August 15 2022, the Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament marked its sixty-five (65) years of 

Eucharistic mission in the Philippines. It is blessed with the flourishing of religious vocation and its 

collaboration to the Dioceses has extended beyond borders of the Philippine shores. To date, the Filipino 

Sacramentinos are present in twelve (12) different Dioceses/Archdioceses in the Philippines including 

Hawaii and Uganda. There are Filipino Sacramentinos at present as well who are in collaboration with 

the Arch/Dioceses of Canberra and Goulburn in Australia, Pueblo-Colorado and Cleveland-Ohio in 

USA, and Madrid in Spain. These are all blessings that come with the great responsibility of the Filipino 

Sacramentinos to strengthen and deepen the love of the faithful to Christ in the Eucharist. 



6 

 This year 2022, there are eighty-four (84) Perpetually Professed Sacramentinos under Philippine 

Province. Seventy-seven (77) of which are Ordained Priests, while six (6) of them are Brothers and one 

(1) Deacon. They are into the many different forms of ministry through which the service of the 

Congregation for the Church is expressed. Aside from parish administrations, the Sacramentinos also 

involved in the ministry of chaplains in the universities and colleges, professorial ministry in the 

seminary schools, ministry to diocesan tribunals, vocation apostolate, ministry on religious formation, 

and mandated ministries for the direct governance of the SSS Religious in the Philippine province. At 

present, POLA has eighteen (18) scholastics (temporary professed) and eight (8) Novices and six (6) 

postulants under formation. 

At the center of all Filipino Sacramentinos’ aspiration is to make their presence become an opportunity of 

bringing the face of Christ into the life of their ministry through the Church for whom they all vowed to 

serve and to love. Their ministry above all is to draw everyone close to the Real Presence of Christ celebrated 

and adored in the Eucharist. 

 
PROVINCIAL UPDATE N° 21 - SEPTEMBER 2022 
Our Lady of the Assumption 
 
 
 

28 August - 3 September 2022 
 

 have wanted for many years to set in context Fr Eymard’s life, a story that I have known for more 

than 30 years by frequenting the SSS communities in Rome at the churches of the Canadian Martyrs 

and San Claudio in the Piazza San Silvestro, where I used to pray as a university student because 

they always had exposition of the Blessed Sacrament. 

 

With great enthusiasm I signed up to join a Pilgrimage from 28 August to 3 September. 

I shall focus particularly on four moments that profoundly marked my soul.  

 

The first of these was “the three crosses where the Chapel of the Calvary stood”. As a 

young boy Eymard used to climb towards that place barefooted in the middle of the cold and 

snow of winter, to prepare himself for communion. His spiritual childhood was characterised 

from an early stage by a strong penitential inclination to make expiation and reparation. 

From an early age the thought of suffering was never far from his mind and heart; rather, he regarded 

the cross not as a punishment sent by God, but as a proof of love, which makes me appreciate Fr 

Eymard in a particular way and moves me with tenderness. What a beautiful spiritual pedagogy he 

expressed in these words: “Oh, how much I need to be in silence during these moments of suffering! 

… because I am not strong enough before the silence of the cross I need to pray, to be patient, to bless 

God.” 

 

Second important stop: the Eymard Chapel (the old parish church at La Mure), with the 

baptismal font where he received the sacrament of Baptism. I found myself praying with the 

rays of sun coming through the church’s beautiful windows with images of Fr Eymard’s life. In 

the solitude of that chapel I found myself to offer my sufferings, my family, recognising my 

weakness and my rebellion instead of praying, being patient and praising God the Father in front of 

trial.  

 

Another stage, the rock at Saint-Romans, where Fr Eymard as a young priest used to go to 

pray at the parish Calvary, set up in 1712, consisting of a Via Crucis and a chapel at the top of 

the rock, with three crosses that stand out and dominate the valley below. Here I was able to 

understand how one can get lost in the harmony of creation, in the beauty of nature that 

mirrors the divine masterpiece and how time is relative and may seem to stand still or pass quickly. As 

Fr Eymard found here the “mountain of love”, I discovered how it is possible to contemplate divine 

I 
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goodness and to see eagle’s wings lifting one up and raising one above so much human lowliness. Here 

I found another aspect of Fr Eymard: poetic, sensitive, and forward looking regarding the feminine 

world capable of launching pure and deep friendships with the sole scope of a reciprocal spiritual growth.  
 

Last stop, but first in my heart: the sanctuary of Our Lady of La Salette with its message 

of reparation, to which Fr Eymard responded without delay and received as one being 

eucharistic, salvific, reparational. I understood from all the steps in the pilgrimage that his life-

teaching is to adore, to make reparation, intercede, give thanks, and serve with love, ever 

selflessly, unto the end of one’s own strength. But at the sanctuary of La Salette every fibre of my 

being felt as a part of a whole and I was entirely involved. The visual impact was impossible to describe 

because of its beauty, the Church built with dark stone and colourful windows and special paintings, 

the crucifix with images of the instruments of the Passion. All these together with the beauty of the 

mountain and a unique landscape, as unique as the Saint Peter-Julian Eymard chapel is for adoration, 

with the Blessed Sacrament always exposed and the icon of Our Lady of Tenderness welcoming and 

embracing one with all its sweetness. 
 

I can state, without a doubt, that Fr Eymard 

made me discover how today it is so 

important for everyone, lay people and not, 

to turn off the computer, television, cell 

phone, give up meetings, assemblies and 

sterile talks and cast oneself at the feet of our 

Saviour, beside our Mother, in order to be 

able to disarm the just anger of heaven and 

save the world despite of itself.  
 

I confess I prayed so that through the 

intercession of Fr Eymard there may be a 

flourishing of new and effective vocations not 

only in the Blessed Sacrament Congregation, 

that God may send workers because the 

harvest is plentiful, but I also prayed that the 

beauty and purity of Fr Eymard’s message 

may not be welcomed superficially or 

considered too old for our times that are more 

taken up by work than by worship.  
 

RITA ALONZI 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

he love of God and our vocation gather us, at the heart of the Church, into living communities, where 
all truly love one another – says our Rule of Life, n.5. In view of divine love, the wellspring of our 
vocation and gift of community life, it is with gratitude that we welcomed the propaedeutic period 

to the events that integrate us in a particular way into the Eymardian family and the clerical state. We are 
honoured to share the following fragments of these highlights, beginning with the P4 (Preparation Program 
for Perpetual Profession), then the perpetual vows and finally the diaconal ordination of brothers Victor 
Youga Faye and Louis Demba Ndione. 

Experience of the P4 
On 13 May 2022, the memorial date of the foundation of our Congregation, we began our P4 with Mass at 
6:30 p.m. in the church of St Peter of Baobabs, Dakar. This programme was for us an intense time that 
enabled us to deepen and highlight the demands and value of our consecration to God. As every choice 

T 

Perpetual Vows and 
Diaconal Ordinations 

Province Our Lady of Africa, Senegal-Guinée Bissau 
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entails a renunciation, our choice to follow Christ required a renunciation of oneself to become committed 
to living of the evangelical counsels (obedience, chastity and poverty). Indeed, our state of life ennobles us 
to become friends of Jesus (Jn 15:15). A radical lifestyle (Presbyterorum Ordinis No. 3) befits our rank. 

Celebration of perpetual vows 
On Friday 29 July 2022 at 4 p.m. in the church of St Peter-Julian Eymard at Koudiadiene, we expressed our 
determination to “respond to the gift of God by the gift of ourself in following Christ’s call” by vowing to 
observe the evangelical counsels before the Father Provincial Yves Maxim Sagna and our confreres. In 
making thus vows to serve the Lord definitively in the Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament according to 
the Rule of Life we become committed to seek a deeper understanding of the mystery of the Eucharist, to 
serve Christ and people, which is also highlighted. In his homily, Father Provincial touched on an 
indispensable aspect about living this Eucharistic mystery by commenting on Ph 2:1-11 and Jn 15:1-17 
which requires humility. We must remain humble like Jesus in the Eucharist. This attitude will sustain our 
personal and communal friendship and intimacy with Christ. 

Diaconal ordinations 
On 30 July at 4 p.m. in the church of St Peter-Julian Eymard the celebration of the diaconal ordination took 
place, presided over by Mgr André Gueye, bishop of the diocese of Thies. In his homily, Bishop André 
explained to us apropos the diaconate: “the diaconate is not only the first degree of the priesthood; it is its 
base; a step that underlies the others since it will always entail, as Jesus told us in the Gospel (Mk 10:35-
45), serving (serving God through the service of people and more particularly the most destitute). It is a 
foundational step and not one to step over.” The bishop’s exhortation reminds us that being a deacon is 
not a privilege of glory and honour, but requires the need to cultivate humility. Based on the first reading 
(1Tm 4: 6-12), we have the duty to protect our priesthood, to watch over our teaching and to be a model. 

By way of conclusion, we again express our gratitude to Our Lord who bestows life, grace and 
empowerment. We are grateful to all who actively contributed to the success of these events, particularly 
our colleagues and our parents who communicated with us from near and far. The path is to be undertaken 
with the Eucharistic family and the ecclesial community, facing new challenges that arise, but we entrust 
ourselves more to God’s grace, which is enough for us (2 Cor 12:9). May His Most Holy Name be blessed! 

18 September 2022 

BROTHER VICTOR YOUGA FAYE, SSS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

From left to right: Fr. Ferdinand Ndiolene, Fr. Paul Ndour, Br Louis Ndione, Fr. Yves 

Sagna, Fr. Bernard Tine, Br Victor Faye, Fr. Abraham Faye and Fr. Boniface Faye 
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History of the SSS Community in Cali 

Colombia 
 

 

 

n 7 February 1970, while taking part at the Provincial Chapter, three young SSS 
religious from the Province of St Peter the Apostle in Spain, together with Fr Martín 
Goicoechea, another religious already named to go to Colombia, requested to be 

assigned as part of the Delegation the Province had to the same country. 
 

The request was accepted by the Chapter and the provincial authorities of that time and the 
four religious embarked from Barcelona, on the Italian ship called “Verdi”, for Colombia, 
where the above-mentioned Province had a delegation.  
 

The religious were: Fr Martín Goicoechea Zurutuza SSS, the one said to have encouraged the 
other three religious; Fr Juan Echevarría SSS, a recently ordained a priest; and the two 
perpetually professed, Br José Miguel Larrañaga SSS and Br Luis Otaegui SSS. The last three 
religious had just graduated from the Deusto Jesuit University.  
 

These men wrote to another SSS religious, some years older than them, who was already in 
Colombia. They had all been companions for the most part of their formation process. They 
told him about their desires and that they counted on him for a possible new foundation in 
Colombia.  
 

As it happens, the Bishop of Cúcuta, a city on the border with Venezuela, was thinking of the 
possibility of a SSS foundation in his diocese. Another SSS religious, Fr Felipe Arratibel SSS, 
was interested in this proposal. 
 

In this way, the religious on whom the three adventurers counted, accompanied by another 
SSS religious, Fr Luciano Olea, went to Cúcuta to find out about the proposal. As soon as they 
arrived, they immediately rejected the proposal because it did not correspond with the desires 
of the three “illuminated ones” (Juan, Luis and José Miguel).  
 

What were the three SSS religious seeking in wanting to come to Colombia?  
 

To be continued… 
FATHER LUCINIO MARTIN HERRERO, SSS 
Superior Bogotá 
 
NOTIBIP 84 - September 2022 
 
 
  

O 
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Province Holy Spirit  

Australia 

7 October 2022 

Provincial Superior Fr. Philip WATKINS 

8 October 2022 

Provincial Vicar Fr. Benjamin HO 

1° Provincial Consultor Fr. Benjamin HO 

2° Provincial Consultor Fr. Ignatius VU HOANG ANH TUAN 

Provincial Treasurer Fr. Ignatius VU HOANG ANH TUAN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Delegate for General Chapter Fr. Benjamin HO 

Substitute delegate for GC Fr. Ignatius VU HOANG ANH TUAN 

 
 
  

Provincial/Regional Chapters - 2022 

  Fr. Benjamin      Fr. Philip     Fr. Ignatius 
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Province Our Lady of the Assumption 

Philippines-Uganda-Hawaii 

19 October 2022 

Provincial Superior Fr. Roel DELA CRUZ 

Provincial Vicar Fr. Rudsend PARAGAS 

Provincial Consultor Fr. Apolinario TY 

Provincial Consultor Fr. Alde BUREROS 

Provincial Consultor Fr. Vergel DALANGIN 

Provincial Consultor Fr. Jonelito SISON 

Provincial Treasurer Fr. Alde BUREROS 

 

 

 

Delegate for General Chapter Fr. Vergel DALANGIN 

Substitute delegate for GC Fr. Apolinario TY 

 
  

Provincial/Regional Chapters - 2022 

Fr. Rudsend    Fr. Alde    Fr. Apolinario   Fr. Roel    Fr. Vergel    Fr. Jonelito 
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The death of a brother will be celebrated as a 
Paschal event filled with hope. We shall faithfully 
carry out the prescribed prayers for our deceased 
(RL 13). 

 
 
N. 1625 - Father Leo BOLLEN 

Province: St Peter Julian Eymard 

Community: Bruxelles, Belgium 

Death: 4 October 2022 

Age: 86 

Profession: 65 

Priesthood: 59 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

N. 1626 - Brother Peter Paul D’SOUZA 

Province: Kristu Jyoti 

Community: Virar, India 

Death: 11 October 2022 

Age: 72 

Profession: 47 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

N. 1625 - Fr Rafko ROPRET (Ralph Roberts) 

Province: Our Lady of the Bl. Sacrament 

Community: Prato, Italy 

Death: 12 October 2022 

Age: 86 

Profession: 63 

Priesthood: 47 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Send your articles to the general secretariat: 

 

segretariato@curiasss.net 
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